PET/CT-MR Imaging in Head and Neck Cancer Including Pitfalls and Physiologic Variations.
This article emphasizes the strengths and potential pitfalls of functional and anatomic imaging in patients who have head and neck cancer with an emphasis on the treated neck, including patients who have undergone surgery and/or radiation therapy. Anatomic and molecular imaging together allow optimal evaluation and interpretation of a patient who has cancer. Effective assessment of patients who have head and neck cancer can be achieved through a careful review of pertinent anatomy, with awareness of the physiologic variations (especially those in the treated head and neck) seen in PET imaging, and analysis of both the PET and cross-sectional images.